
Holy Family Music Progression of Skills 

 

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Voice 
(singing) 

-Perform an 
action or a 
sound on the 
steady beat 
whilst singing 
with other 
children 

-Sing a range of 
songs with 
developing 
awareness of 
pitch 

-Sing with 
increasing 
accuracy of pitch 
and melody. 

-Sing songs 
showing musical 
expression such 
as changes of 
tempo and 
dynamics 
-Sing songs in a 
variety of styles 
with an 
increasing 
awareness of 
the melody and 
tone 

 

-To sing with 
awareness of 
being ‘in tune’ 
-Sing confidently 
in a wide variety 
of styles with 
expression 

 

-To sing in 

unison or a 
round, and to 
sing backing 
vocals 

Instruments 
(playing) 

-Play a repeated 
pattern 
(ostinato) when 
accompanying a 
song 

-Play with 
control by 
getting louder or 
quieter, faster or 
slower keeping a 
steady beat 

-Keep a steady 
beat on an 
instrument in a 
group or 
individually 
-Play using 
symbols 
including graphic 
or simple 
traditional 
notation 

-Play music that 
includes rests 
-Read and play 
from some 
conventional 
music symbols 

-Perform with 
sensitivity to 
different 
dynamics, 
tempo 
-Read and play 
with confidence 
from graphic or 
traditional 
notation 

-Perform and 
react to different 
tempos and 
dynamics 

-Read and play 

with confidence 
from graphic or 
pictorial notation 
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Compose 
(composition) 

-Help to 
compose a 
simple melody 
using one, two 
or three notes 

-Compose short 
melodies using 
one, three or five 
different notes 

-Create your 
own simple 
rhythm patterns 
using one, three 
or five different 
notes 

-Help create at 

least one simple 
melody using 
one, three or all 
five different 
notes 

-Create simple 
melodies using 
up to five 
different notes 
and simple 
rhythms 

-Compose own 

simple songs 

Explore 
(Improvisation) 

-To explore: high 
and low sounds 
(pitch), long and 
short sounds 
(duration), loud 
and quiet 
sounds 
(dynamics), fast 
and slow sounds 
(tempo) 

-Take it in turns 
to improvise 
using one or two 
notes. 

-Explore 
longer/shorter, 
faster/slower, 
higher/lower and 
louder/quieter 
sounds using 
percussion and 
voices 

-Explore 
different sounds 
to create 
particular effects 

-Explore and 

develop ideas, 
using musical 
devices such as 
repetition or 
ostinato 

-Improvise 

different sounds 
creating chords 
both concord 
and discord 
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Reflect and 
appraise 

-Begin to use 
musical terms 
such as, 
louder/quieter, 
faster/slower 
and higher/lower 

-Begin to use 
musical 
language when 
describing how 
the mood is 
created 

-To choose a 
song and be 
able to talk 
about its lyrics 
and what the 
song is about 

-When a child 
talks they use 
musical 
language 

-Use musical 

vocabulary when 
talking about 
songs/music 

-Describe, using 

musical 
language, about 
the music and 
how it makes 
you feel 

Listen -Listen to a 
piece of music 
and move in 
time to its beat. 

-Respond 
through 
movement to 
different music. 
For example 
cheerfully, sadly, 
angrily etc 

-Listen to music 
and identify the 
beat, rhythm, 
dynamic, tempo 
or melody. 

-Confidently 
identify and 
move to the 
pulse 

-Identify features 

of expression 
within music, 
e.g. dynamics, 
melody, 
harmony, and 
tempo 

-To talk about 

the musical 
dimensions they 
can hear 
working together 
in music/songs 

 


