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Holy Family Catholic Primary School 

Policy for Collective Worship 

 

Mission Statement ‘With Christ as our guide together we love, grow, learn and achieve each day’ 

 

The Nature of Collective Worship. 

We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school, names and celebrates God’s presence in our lives. It is concerned with 

giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a 

relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Collective Worship  

Policy 



2  

  

 

 

 

Legal Requirements 

 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. (This can take place at 

any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of worship in 

school groups.) We understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, prayed either by the teacher or 

everyone present, does not necessarily fulfil this requirement. We also acknowledge that collective worship and 

assembly are often distinct activities. They may sometimes form part of the same gathering, but the difference between 

the two will always be made clear. 

 
The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will not be subsumed under any part of 

the curriculum, including religious education. 

 
In this school, as with any Voluntary Aided School, responsibility for arranging Collective Worship rests with 

the Governing Body after consultation with the head teacher. 

 

The Place of Collective Worship in the Life of Holy Family School 

 

We endorse the belief that Collective Worship takes account of the religious and educational needs of all who share in it. 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in church 

 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church 

 Those from other Christian traditions – or none 

 Those from other faith backgrounds 

 

It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. It is an integral part of 

school life and central to the Catholic tradition. 

 

 

Aims of Collective Worship 

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all children and staff: 

 

 To contemplate something of the mystery of God 

 To celebrate God working within us. 

 To introduce our children to the language of worship through song and prayer. 

 To praise and worship Our Lord and to understand the need for, and importance of, prayer. 

 To reflect on the Gospel values 

 To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit. 

  To enrich religious experience and grow in liturgical understanding and development. 

 To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

 To take time ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’, and give worth to’. 

 

 

Principles 

All Acts of Worship in this school will: 

 Give glory and honour to God 

 Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school 

 Give children positive liturgical experience appropriate to their age, aptitude and family backgrounds. 

 

In order to do this, celebrations will: 

 Be kept small wherever possible to help to personalise the experience 

 Be short and appropriately paced  

 Be simple, including a range of experience offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of settings 

 

 

 

Collective Acts of Worship at Holy Family follow a variety of formats and are held at different times of the day 

Formats include: 
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 Daily Collective Worship in each class, at some time during the day 

 Key Stage 1 /  Key Stage 2  Collective Worship (parents invited) 

 Whole school liturgical celebrations – All staff  

 

 

Foundation/Key Stage 1 worship includes:  

 Short, simple liturgies and prayer times 

 A range of types of prayers 

 A range of styles of celebration 

 Opportunities for children to take part in worship 

 Opportunities for reflection and stillness 

 

 

Elements of Collective Worship 

*Music      * Prayer 

*Words      *Scripture 

*Silence      *Symbolic Action 

*Suitable Environment    *Ministry 

*Gesture     *Drama  

 

Not every celebration will involve all of these elements. Some parts will be done by all, others by individuals. 

 

Class Based Acts of Collective Worship 

 

§ Teachers organise, plan and prepare other acts if worship, such as simple prayer services that are 

appropriate  to the spiritual  life of the class. These may incorporate music, drama, mime, reflection, 

meditation and litanies. Wherever possible this should be planned with the children’s involvement. 

§ The whole school is involved in following a weekly theme.  Teachers are asked  to be flexible 

with this theme and plan according to their class needs as they develop. 

 
 

All Acts of Worship follow the ‘Emmaus Prayer’ Structure 
 
 

-     Gather 

-     Listen 

-     Respond/Ritual 

-     Go Forth 
 
 

Gather: This movement of prayer calls the group to prayer and reminds them to be aware of God’s presence and their 

relationship to God and each other. 

Always begin with the Sign of the Cross. 

Ideas for Gather: “call to presence/prayer” (a little reminder to set the tone, can have a response); opening song (relevant 

to theme); gestures or actions (closing eyes, deep breath etc) 

 

Listen: This movement of the prayer gives the group a chance to hear the 

scriptures and, if you want, current stories which allow reflection on how God is active and alive in our lives. What scripture 

reading, current reading, psalm, witness story, storytelling, sharing, music, song, action, drama, reflection will speak about 

what you want to say about God, the ways of God or the Kingdom of God? **Scripture is always a part of this movement** 

Ideas for Listen: Stories, readings, drama, video clips, personal stories, witness reflection, music, songs, psalms, litanies 
 
 

Respond/Ritual : The third movement of prayer reminds us that it is not enough to just hear the word of God, we must 

keep it. How will we respond to our awareness of how God continues to love us unconditionally? This movement of the 

prayer is how the students are responding to the scripture they have just heard in the Listen movement. 

Ideas for Respond: spontaneous (one word on a topic), composed, special 

intentions, familiar prayers, gestures, creating something (writing a short response), silent reflection/meditation, 

bless with water, etc 
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Send Forth: The final movement of prayer sends us forth with a renewed sense of our mission to live the Gospel each and 

every day. Prayer helps us to focus on the big picture but also on the simple ways that each of us needs to be a 

disciple to those around us. How do you want to end this time of prayer? 

**Always end with the Sign of the Cross** 

Ideas for Send Forth: Spontaneous, composed, familiar, traditional, student created prayers, music, song, actions, gestures, 

blessing, exchange sign of peace 
 
 
 

Worship & Assemblies 

 

§ Whole  school  worship  led  by the  Headteacher/Deputy  Headteacher SLT/RE Lead each Monday morning at 

9 o’clock. 

§  On Thursdays, classes  and their teachers  lead a Phase Worship to which parents are invited. 

Who? 

§ The headteacher will ensure that collective worship is provided for each child each day. 

§ The governors  have  the  responsibility  of  drawing  up  a  policy  statement  for collective worship after 

consulting with the Headteacher. 

§    Class teachers plan and enable collective worship to take place. 

§    Pupils will have the opportunities to take part in daily collective worship. 

§    Parents will be invited to participate in acts of collective worship. 

 

Where? 

 

Collective worship can take place 

 

§    In the school hall 

§    In the class setting 

§    In our school grounds 

§    In our parish church 

 

When? 

 

It should occur at the time most appropriate for the class or key stage to ensure that it is meaningful and prayerful.  It 

is important to note that each child takes part in collective worship every day. 

 
How? 

 

Collective Worship should provide a variety of experiences: 

 

§    It can be led by learners, staff or visitors 

§    Can be offered for a class, year group, phase or whole school 

§ Use  a  balance  of  quiet  reflection,  silence,  prayers,  responses,  music,  songs, dance drama, slides or short 

address 

§    Provide a focus using artefacts, candles, symbols and lighting 

§ Ensure the theme, focus, delivery, length and resources are appropriate to the interests, age range, 

backgrounds and ability of learners 

§ Respect  the  freedom  of  learners  and  staff  in  the  invitation  to  prayer  and worship 

§ Set an appropriate  atmosphere  with a sense  of order  and occasion,  including entry and exit 

§    Ensure the possibility of conscious, active participation of all present 
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